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RADIO, TELEVISION MEETING OF NONALINED NATIONS IN LAGOS 


AB160911 Lagos Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 16 Nov 79 AB 
[Commentary by Yekini Alpha, a Radio Nigeria writer on current affairs] 


[Excerpts] The Broadcasting Organizations of Nonalined Count-ies, BONAC, 
whose members are now meeting in Lagos, was formed in 1977 in Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia. bONAC is an offshoot of the nonalined nations movement, the 
organization that embraces 93 member states who do not belong to either the 
Warsaw Pact or the NATO group of countries. The nonalined nations are op- 
posed to bloc policy, foreign domination of other countries and all forms of 
political and economic hegemony. Members are mainly the developing countries 
of Africa, Asia, Latin America and Yugoslavia, where the movement came into 
being at the Belgrade conference of 1961. 





Commun‘ cation is one area where the movement has placed emphasis. This is 
to correct the little projection of member states. To rectify the serious 
imbalance existing in the flow of global information in which greater pub- 
licity is given to the advanced nations, a number o! steps have been taken. 
There is a move to have a nonalined nations news agency which will highlight 
development programs in member states and serve as an alternative force to 
fill the gap in the news presentation of Western journalists about third 
world events. Secondly, efforts have been made to bring the radio and tele- 
vision organizations of member countreis together to cooperate by render- 
ing assistance to one another and working in close association in covering 
nonalined nations activities. 


The current meeting of BONAC in Lagos, which is examining the training of 
personnel, is another opportunity for those working in the electronic media 
to forge closer cooperation and make the organization a more meaningful one. 
The idea of forming a working group of experts of BONAC grew out of the 
meeting of the committee for cooperation held in Algiers in July this year. 
The members of the working group are Algeria, Cuba, Rwanda, Yugoslavia and 
Nigeria, which is the chairman. The task given to the working group included 
the appraisal of the special areas where training and man-power could be 
enhanced with a view tu. improving the quality of general programming. 

















It should be mentioned that some nonalined nations are already coopeating 
with other colleagues in the arena of braodcasting. Among others, Nigeria 
has provided 10 annual scholarships tenable in this country to member states 
for the training of personnel of radio and television techniques. India also 
has made available its satellite broadeasting training facilities to other 
member nations while Yugoslavia has [few words indistinct] for radio and 
television staff from nonalined nations. This trend should be further en- 
couraged among member states. With the achievements of the envisaged re- 
sults, the Lagos meeting of BONAC will go down as an important landmark in 
the arena for the promotion of the obiertive of the nonalined nations. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


SOVIET EQUIPPED SATELLITE IN VIETNAM 


0W300757 Hanoi VNA in English 1709 GMT 30 Oct 79 OW 


[Text] WPanoi VWA October 30--A satellite telecommmnications stetion, the first of its 
kind in Vietnes, is under construction. 


It is designed and built by Vietnanese workers of the postal am. building services, 
and cf the Ministries of Communications and Transport and of Pover and Coal. It ts 
equitiped with Soviet machinery. 


The station will fors part of the Intersputnik system of the socialist countries which 
operates through the Soviet Union's geostationary satellite No 4 at the height of 
36,000 kilometres above the Indian Ocean at the east longitude of 5 degrees. It pro- 
vides a direct link between the Moscow satellite commmications centre and 411] countries 
in the Intersputnik systes as well @s many other countries. 


The station includes one television channel, colour or black am: white, and a musber of 
telephone or telegraph channels. [It can transmit photos, maps and figures. 
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WORLDWIDE AP7AIRS 


BKIEFS 


USSR-ITALY RADIO-TV PROTOCOL-—-A working protocol on cooperation in 1980-81 
between the USSR State Committee for Television and Riudio Broadcasting 
[Gostelradio] and the Italian Radio and Television Company [Rai-Television) 
was signed in Rome today by Lapin, chairman of USSR Gostelradio, and Grassi, 
president of Rai-Television. The protocol envisages the further development 
of exchange of tclevision and r.dio broad-asts, the expansion of the joint 
production of television and radio programs on the life of the two countries 
and cooperation in the presentation of the 1980 Olympics. [Text] [LD131020 
Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 1600 GMT 12 Now 79 LD] 


TANZANIA SATELLITE LIMK--President Nyerere opened a satellite station and 
the new Extelcom House [last two words in English] in Dar es Salaam today. 
With the opening of tho satellite atution, Tanzania can now compunication 
directly with the Seychelles, Britaix. Italy, India and Japan. When con- 
pleted, the satellite project, which has 60 lines, will have cost 3 million 
shilling». The leaders attending the cpening ceremony included Vice Presi- 
dent Aboud Jumbe and Prime Minister Edward Sokione. [Text] [LD152210 Dar es 
Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1700 GMT 15 Nov 79 LD/EA] 


SOVIFT NEWS AGENCY COOPERATION--Tokyo, Oct 27--KYODO News Service announced 
Saturday the signing of a memorandum on professional cooperation with the 
NOVOSTI News Agency (APN) of the Soviet Union. Under the memorandum KYODO 
and NOVOSTI will cooperate in exchanging correspondents and photographers 
and extend every possible facility to their correspondents visiting or 


based in each other's country. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 0325 GMT 
29 Oct 7% Ow) 


GDR-COLOMBIA BROADCASTING AC&EEMENT ~~ An agreement on cooperation in the field 
of broadcasting has been concluded on Bogota between the GDR State Committee 
for Radio and the Colombian National Inetitute for Radio and Television. It 
provides among other things for an expansion of the exchange of radio pro- 
grams. [Text] [East Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in German 9 Nov 79 p 2 AU] 




















CEMA TELECOMMUNICATIONS MEETING--Delege*.:.ons from the USSR, Bulgaria, CDR, 
Poland Romania and Vietnam today arrived in Havana to participate in the 
L7th meeting of the CEMA standing committee for telecommumnications and 
postal services. The meeting opens tomorrow and will last until 5 November. 
Pedro Guelmes, member of the party Central Comitiee and minister of con- 
munications, and other ministry officials welcomed the delegations. [Ex- 
cerpt] [FL292113 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2102 GMT 29 Oct 79 FL) 


VIETNAM IN INTELSAT ORGANIZATION--Hanoi, VNA, October 27--An agreement on 
Viernam's participation in the organization of satellite teiecommunication 
(INTELSAT) has been signed in New York, reported VNA's correspondent there. 
The signatory was Cu Dinh Ba, representing the Vietnamese permanent mission 
at the United Nations. Representatives of the U.S. Foreign Ministry and 
the INTELSAT were present at the signing ceremony. [Text] [0W270759 Hanoi 
VNA in English 0717 GMT 27 ct 79 OW] 


cso: 5500 














NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS PLANNEI 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 8 Oct 79 p 24 


Australia’s proposed satellite communications 
Jnivexsity of WA from December 4 to Decenter 6. 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


WEST KALIMANTAN TV RELAY STATIONS--Jakarta, 12 Nov (AFP)--The Indonesian 
Government is to build three new television relay stations in three towns 
in West Kalimantan, Borneo, which will enable broadcasts to reach all vil- 
lages along the border with Barawak, East Malays ‘a, ANTARA news agency re- 
ported today. A television technical team from Jakarta has just completed 
a survey of station sites, and has selected for this purpose the interior 
towns of Sambas, Sanggau and Sintang with the approval of the governor. The 
projects, designed to assist the government's security campaign in the bor- 
der areas which in the past has become a retreat area for alleged communist 
bands, are expected to start functioning in 1980 and 1981. [Text] [BK141247 
Hong Kong AFP in English 0832 GMT 12 Now 79 BK] 
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KAMPUCHEA 


JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION CREATED, RECOGNIZED BY KNUFNS 


BK301155 SPK [Clandestine] in French 1445 GMT 24 Oct 79 BK 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 24 Oct (SPK)--An association of Kampuchean Jourmalists has been set 
up following a recent gathering of news agency, newspaper, radio ami television Jjour- 
nalists in Phnom Penh. By decision adopted on 20 October, the KNUFAS Central Committee 
recognized this organization as a member of the front. 


The purpose of the association is to emcourage the workers of th: press to efficiently 
serve the cause of defense and national construction through their active constribution 
to the struggle for peace, national independence, democracy and >rosperity in the 
world. A provisional leadership of the association has been appointed: Chairman, Chey 
Saphon, director general of the SPK News Agency and director gen:ral of the daily 
KAMPUCHEA; vice chairman, Un Dara, director general of the "Voic: of the Kampuchean 
People" radio station; Secretary general, Khieu Kanharith, deput, director general cf 
the dai'vy KAMPUCHEA . 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


NEW CHANGCHUN RADIO PROGRAM--Beginning 19 November, the Changchun People's 
Broadcasting Station will add a new service program for iisteners. This 
program will mainly broadcast news concerning marketins of industrial and 
agricultural products, commercial services, advertisement of films, 
dramas, publication of new magazines and periodicals, «ulture, recitation 
and ballad-singing and exhibitions. In addition, this program will also 
answer some questions of popular interest raised by li:teners, [Chasgchun 
Jilin Provincial Service in Mandarin 2200 GMT 7 Nov 79 SK] 


BEIJING TELEPHONE SYSTEM--Beijing, Oct 29--Beijing has built an experi- 
mental 120-channel laser optical circuit communication line with a length 
of 3.3 kilometres. Light is generated by a tiny laser, directed to a 
magneto-optical switch and can be coupled into a glass fibre for trans- 
mission. Beijing is the second city in China to employ optical fibre 
communication techniques. Shanghai has alread~ introduced the system. 
The city hopes to substitute optical fibres for its outdated telephone 
lines. [Text] [Beijing XINHUA in English 1208 GMT 29 Oct 79 OW] 
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PHILIPPINES 
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ed 


EARTH STATIONS TO USE INDONESIAN SATELLITE 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 4 Sep 79 p 17 


[Article by Adlai J. Amor in Manila] 
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BULGARIA 


POOR ORGANIZATION, QUALITY OF TELEPHONE SERVICES EXPOSED 
Sofia TRUD in Bulgarian 30 and 31 Oct 79 p 2 


[Article by Vera Tancheva and Rayna Vulcheva: "1. Along the ‘High’ Cables; 
2. Mischanneled Indignation" } 


[Text] A telephone. It may be black, white, red, or green. . . One day, 
perhaps, designers will come up with a rose-colored telephone, perhaps in 
order to restrain the angry emotions when we keep dialing without results, 
try to convince the other party that it is a wrong number, or dialing the 
number of Pirogov or for a taxicab. 


The telephone! It has long stopped being a luxury or yardstick of 
prosperity. Today it is a super-requirement, a super-necessity. The tele- 
phone reduces distances and saves time. However, it is also a need which 
hinders us daily. That occurs whenever there is no telephone or when the 
telephone does not work, or else, with the first dialed number it gives a 
busy signal or breaks out in a torrent of words.... The most frequent 
victim of the telephone is the private citizen. Let us begin with his view 
of telephones--by telephone. That is how we began our operation as well. 

We spent two days stoically dialing seven home and office telephones, a 

time sufficient for visiting the subscribers in person, had the urban trans- 
port system operated regularly. Horored Artist Nikola Anastasov: "You must 
have dialca me through the theater switchboard. I raised the recciver and 
all I could hear was a thunder and static.... Nothing else. I asked the 
operator the reason for the call. She must have given you my direct tele- 
phone line. You see how much time we have lost. Yet, the purpose of the 
telephone is to transact business quickly. This is the shortest way from 
one person to another, and from one job to srother. Unfortunately, some 
people "visit" on the telephone, sipping their coffee.... 


The average length of a telephone call of a Sofia resident is four minutes. 
The worldwide average is 2.5 minutes. 


Candidate of Juridical Sciences Baycho Panev: "The situation with the tcle- 
phones could not be any worse, particularly in Sofia. Naturally, there are 
many maintenance problems and, naturally, the people working in subservices 
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are overwhelmed. Wowever, a solution must be found. Every day we, those 
who work at the Palace of Justice, lost a great deal of time in trying to 
telephone people on the outside or in receiving their calls. There are 
frequent cases in which we woulil rather walk to areas close by than tele- 
phone. It seems that this obstruction in the internal switchboard is in- 
surmount abic." 





Boris Dimovski, cartoonist: “The public tclephones are Sofia's shame: 
plundered, broken, ‘stealing’ coins." 


One coin telephone set (with the booth) cost about 1,000 leva. Every year 
almost half a million leva are spent on the upkeep of the 2,295 coin tele- 
phones in Sofia. Entire booths, telephone sets, and parts have been stolen. 


Professor Doctor Kiril Serafimov: "We cannot do our jobs without the tele- 
phone, without this basic generator. I am aware of the pains and dif fi- 
culties of the people working in this sector. A number of objective factors 
exist as well which must be taken into consideration. Yet..." 


Boyko Dimanov, journalist: "For the sixth day running I have telephoned the 
repair service, telling them that my house phone No 89-72-31 is inoperative. 
They keep promising to repair it. However, to this day (26 October) I am 
without a telephone. Let us not even mention the way the repair service 
answers. One must ring them up between one-half and one hour before they 
can hear you." 


Tsvyatko Shalakhov, telephone technician at the Ministry of Supply and State 
Reserves: “Some people tend to ascribe shortcomings in telephone services 
to the mi .lion-type system. Is Sofia the only city with a million-type 
system? The equipment is obsolete and worn out, mostly based on mechwunical 
handling.” 


People's Worker in Culture Elisaveta Bagryana, Poetess: "I have the fecling 
that it is precisely when I need it the most that the telephone refuses to 
work. It is precisely when I need it that I cannot dial for the correct 
time. If IL quickly need a taxicab, it takes me one hour before reaching 

No 142. If I urgently try to get in touch with someone, the busy signal 
keeps ringing. Sometimes I am at home waiting for a call. The people dial 
me yet, according to the telephone set, I am not there. No, I am not pleased 
with the telephone in the least.” 


We shall assume a certain dose of subjectivism in the views expressed in 

the course of this investigatior. Objective reality, however, shows up in 
the documents of a thorough investigation conducted by the State and People's 
Control City Committee, conducted last spring. We quote: "The Sofia tcle- 
phone and telegraph stations, and junction and rayon direct dialing switch- 
boards have allowed weaknesses which have hindered the use of telephones by 
citizens, enterprises, and organizations. The control exercised by the 

Sofia city switchboard, and the junction and rayon direct dial switchboards 
over the work of the officials is unsatisfactory." 
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Our second test involved 10 long distance calls of the flash, fast, and 
standard varieties, to arbitrarily selected settlements. The fast request 
for a conversation with Cherven Bryag was quicker than the flash request for 
a connection with Oreshak, Troyan Okrug. The standard communication with 
"Yanitsa” in Elkhovo lasted 10 minutes. It began and ended with “Hello, 
hello....I can’t hear." The conversation with the Melnik City Peopic's 
Council was interrupted. We objected that we had not completed the call. 
The operator cut us short: “Well, comrade, you should have completed it.” 
This test gave no grounds for dissatisfaction in terms of time waited. 
However, we did not like the quality of the connection, the mumbled numbers 
of the telephone operators, and the familiar way in which they addressed 
the customers. 


The next day we visited the Telephone Chamber. Rather, we visited the huts 
next to it which, for the fourth year running, carry out temporary functions. 
This includes the booth for long distance and international talks. They are 
frequented at all times. However, the traffic is the heaviest in the 
evening. The air inside is hard to breathe and smelly. The lighting is 
poor. However, the work goes on even in those closed premises, like a con- 
veyor belt. During the two days we spent waiting there were almost no 
complaints, with the exception of one or two objections to the fees charged 
for international conversations. "I did not telephone," a citizen claimed. 
However, he had kept the line open while at the other end of the wire, 
thousands of kilometers away, others were looking for a person or dialing 
extensions. 


"What do you do in such cases?" we asked shift superviser Mariya Ivanov. 
"We ask the opposite side for charges and this is what we charge."... 


So, at .he booth, we were welcomed with a smile. Dialin;, from No 121, the 
people were net that polite. It is one thing to have a person standing in 
front of you, since you cannot cut him short. Furthermore, your name is 
clearly placed in front of your booth. It is something «lse to mumble your 
work number into the receiver. In such a point it is sonewhat more possible 
to say, “Come on, what do you want... I am not the parinutuel to guess it." 


On the following, third, day we went to the 121 hall. Atout 40 women were 
shouting on the telephone, their backs to the hall. Cables ran up and down 
the panels. Why is it that no single man has liked their job so far? We 
quietly crossed the hall accompanied by the brigade lead r, drowning in the 
noise. In a corner a girl, mischanneled, was crying. Ste had been switched 
to tte Ruse lines which were terribly overloaded. A dutiful blonde was 
sencing someone to hell and the brigade leader visibly shuddered. Any 
operator could be chosen for control from the control de:ks located in the 
middie of the hall. The operators do not know when they will be checked. 
In such a case, instead of sending to hell the unknown caller one could end 
up there oneself. On the other hand, however, there is no way of knowing 
whether a caller had been insulting the blonde. 
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“High service standards demand of us to be patient with the impatient, 
concerned with the shy, tactful with those who provoke us, delicate with 
the demanding, and restrained and attentive to the rude.” (Slogan in the 
telephone calls waiting room) 


We may be accused of twisting the words. Such is not the case. Whereas 
this slogan in the whole keeps the people on their job:, it also puts an 
obligation on the party at the other end. 


A long time ago our newspaper published an “answer” on the subject of an 
editorial room telephone which remained silent for a full 20 days. We did 
not r-ceive an answer from the department but decided to save our strength. 
The time came for this operation which simply could not be done withut 
checking on telephone breakdowns, quality of telephone communications, and 
maintenance of the equipment. These are factors which, in fact, are the 
basis of telephone services in our capital. Let us now changed the chron- 
ology of our encounters. Let us take you first to a junction direct dial 
switchboard where things can be seen. 


We chose the eight number for several reasons: The State Control Invest iga- 
tion noted that in this area things are relatively in order; it is in the 
very center of Sofia; and it is the largest, 27,000 home subscribers and 
another about 10,000 public subscribers (the size of an okrug center). 


It is not easy at all to enter the plant. We were forced to seek the help 
of deputy minister Ivan Marinov. No possibility whatever existed to intro- 
duce a “public commission,” something characteristic of our “operations.” 
What we wanted to see was the personal cards of subscribers, the unit 
accepting notices of telephone breakdowns, the premises and the people 
servicing them. 


The subscribers’ cards show when and where breakdowns along the line 
occurred. Who repaired them and how soon, and with what quality. The work 
technology has been simplified and made clear. The shift workers we found 
were Blagovesta Karamanova and Risavka Ivanova. It is they who accept 
breakdown calls. i.sey fill a small form where 12 possible breakdowns are 
listed, marking them according to explanations of the subscriber. The form 
is immediately sent to the premise where a brigade of technicians (again 
mostly women) check the tension along the wire and, if necessary, submit the 
subscriber's card to the line technician (who is in charge of equipment 
outside the switchboard). The card is returned to its place only when 
everything has been fixed. We kept digging. A brief glance revealed that 
the mandatory three-hour norm for the elimination of breakdowns has not 
always been observed, that occasionally someone within the human chain, 
rather than the circuit, has tried to save himself some effort, that the 
customer was not always home, or that... . The truth, however, is that 
the file here is kept in good condition. We know, however, that such is 
not the case at all junctions. .. . 
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For example, the State Control investigation revealed that at junction No 7 
the customer's cards are not kept in a clear and legible manner. The re- 
pair service docs not answer on time. At junction No 4 major violations 
have been found in recording damages and omissions in the labor discipline 
committed by rayon technicians. 


A resident of Sofia said: "The million-pipe system means million crrors, 
million telephone seconds of silence, and a bundle of nerves.” 


Every year our city is supplied with about 20,000 new telephone sets. This 
requires, in addition to the building of new rayon switchboards, to install 
new lines. Each switchboard, particularly the main (No 8) is a constant 
work site for the installation of thousands of fine woven cables. In- 
evitably, this influences the audio quality. 


The cadre problem is particularly grave at the switchboards. 


Turnover is a phenomenon which stiil cannot be surmounted. This is caused 
by low pay and equipment shortcomings. 


A single technician maintains 1,500 to 1,800 telephone sets in his rayon. 


Let us now consider the equipment. Its advanced age is well known. In a 
number of places it is being renovated but the manufacturing enterprises 
(the telephone sets plant in Belogradchik, Telephone Systems Plant in Bansko, 
and the Cables Plant in Burgas) are lowering the quality of their output for 
the domestic market with every passing year. The installation of new equip- 
ment (which is a continuing process) always leads to a return of entire 
shipments, the adaptation of defective equipment, and the slow and painful 
elimination of factory defects. This requires personnel. Such personnel 
are people who should have been in charge of maintaining the already in- 
stalled and operating equipment. A bare minimum of cadres are left for pre- 
ventive and maintenance work. You can see how far your nervous “Hello, 
hello..." have to go. 


Walking around the hall with the “counters,” we saw that everything was 
properly sealed. Suddenly, with lightning speed, a counter was able to 
record, in a single minute, 120 call units. The subscriber to telephone 

No 87-97-79 was calling Moscow. Dear fellow citizen, I hope you know that 
when you are calling Moscow on the direct dial the small “tricky” machine 
registers two city calls per second; should you call long distance in the 
country, it registers 12 calls. A number of people are unfamiliar with 
this. We met a high percentage of them that same afternoon in front of the 
“complaints” department door. 


In the second quarter of the year 307 complaints were received here, 165 of 
them for overcharges. CGounter breakdowns are possible. The interr ional 
calis operators may err as well. Occasionally other fees may be e': yncously 
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billed. Each complaint reaches its final point seeking the truth. One 
thing is true, howevoer: The specialists convinced us that it is technically 
impossible for someone to “turn” more calls on the counter. The switchboard 
personne! have no interest in doing so, for their wages do not depend on 

the number of your calls but on the quality of their own work. 


Why is it, then, that the citizens complain so frequently about the high 
fees? It is our impression, concerning one of the basic reasons, that the 
subscriber, particularly a new one, is not properly informed. As his 
telephone is connected he should be given detailed and accurate information, 
perhaps a printed photostat. listing his rights and obligations, the possi- 
bilities of his telephone set, and the type of services offered. He is 
owed this information by the enterprise, the Sofia telephone switchboard, 
i.e., the Ministry of Communications. Let us add, on the matter of informa- 
tion, that in the hail of long distance and international calls information 
sas been reduced to a minimum or is totally unavailable. Telephone 
directories are incomplete and obsolete. It is claimed tisat in our country 
this is the most infrequently published book. 


Second are complaints related to new telephone sets. In this case the study 
of the complaint is considerably more difficult, if we are to determine 
whether or not the citizen has been satisfied with the answer. The new 
directive on telephone communications (published in DURZHAVEN VESTNIK, in 

its 25 September 1979 issue) is a repetition of the former one. It does 

not have any improving changes in the procedure for obtaining a new telephone 
set. It does not stipulate the rights of the customer. According to it 

the citizen who owns a telephone has, in fact, obligations only. 


About 60 percent of the housing in our city have telephone sets. Another 
112,000 applicants are waiting for new sets. By the end of the year the 
people of Sofia will be given another 20,000 telephone sets, or the equiva- 
lent of a new telephone exchange. In 1980 18,000 sets each will be in- 
stalled at Mladost and the Lyulin railroad district. 


The chief's reception day is Tuesday, from 9 to 12. We were waiting at his 
door or, more specifically, downstairs with the doorman. At 1000 hours we 
asked whether Comrade Kosta Petkov would be receiving that day. We were 
cut short categorically with the statement that he would call us when he 
was free. We used the time to question the small group of citizens waiting 
with us. Four were waiting for telephones. They refused to state their 
aames and one of them gave the common reason: 


"If 1 give you my name and address, the moment the rayon exchange reads it, 
I will never see a telephone set." 


Our meeting with Cemrade Kosta Petkov did not make us confident that th 
capital's telephone problems would be resolved soon: 


"Those who run our city--the Sofia City People's Council and the City Office 
of Communications are not particularly concerned with equipping the capital 
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CZECHOS LOVAKIA 


BRIEFS 


CZECH COMMUNICATIONS DELEGATION IN CUBA--On 5 November a Czechoslovak con- 
munications delegation led by V. Chalupa, CSSR minister of communications, 
returned from the 17th session of the Permanent CEMA Committee for Tvlecon- 
munications and Postal Services that took place in Havana. [Bratislava 
PRAVDA in Slovak 6 Nov 79 p 2 AU] 


CSO: 5500 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


NEW FM STATION--Rio de Janeiro 


JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 
1S November that a new FM 


radio station--Radio Cidade I de 
wnet on the air that date with a power of 10 kw and a frequency of 92.5 
miiz. This is the sixth Radio Jornal do Brasil station. ({|PY1/71830) 
[Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese !3 Nov 


reports on 


Porto Alegra-- 


'9 no page given} 
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CUBA 


COAXIAL COMMUNICATIONS CABLE INSTALLATION PROJECT REPORT 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 28 Oct 79 pp 32-35 


[Article by Jose Cazanas Reyes] 


[Text] Not much has been written about the execution of the 
coaxial cable project. And yet, along with the construction of 
the Eight Lane Highway, the rapid line for the central railway, 
and the 220 KV power line, this is une of the top priority pro- 
jects which, between 1980 and 1981, will form the backbone of 
the main communications systen for our future national commu- 
nications network. 


Every modern society needs three major systems: transportation, 
electric power, and communications. The communications network 
includes telephone service, which is subdivided into local and 

long distance service. 


To automate the long distance system, a sufficiently broad 
base is needed so that many telephone channels can be transmit- 
ted at the same time. This is one goal of the coaxial cable. 


"To use a comparison, the coaxial cable is like our monumental 
highway (the Eight Lane Highway), from the point of view of 
communications,” said Adalberto Caraballo Morales, the head of 
the project that is now working in Jaguey Grande and from here 
on up will be called the Villa Clara Second Front. This Front 
started in this city, and following to the left of the modern 
highway, it skirts rivers and swamps, tridges and railway cros- 
sings and advances toward Santa Clara, but not before sending 
off a branch line to berefit the capital of Cienfuegos pro- 
vince. Then it wilt con.iinue along its course toward Sancti 
Spiritus. 


21 








Technical Possibilities 


It is interesting to learn of the sophisticated technological 
potential to be cffered by the coaxial cable project once it is 
completed. It will supply a good number of high speed telephonc 
and telegraph channels; it will also provide a telephone base 
for the transmission of data, of messages between computers or 
between a high speed teletype machine and a computer. It will 
also provide a duplex color television channel, channels for 
radiobroadcasting, and it can be used for the future transmis- 
sion of press information by facsimile. 





"The coaxial cable system is linked to the national microwave 
network. Our ministry (of communications) recently established 

a modern microwave system which makes it possib.e to transmit two 
wideband television channels plus another that ‘s being reserved 
for this purpose," said Caraballo, and he continued: 


"As the coaxial cable has not yet been laid over all the 1,180 

kilometers that it will cover, these wideband channels are now 

being used for telephone service. But once the project we are 

working on is finished, the microwave system will be interchan- 
geable with the coaxial cable system, and vice versa. That is 

one of its advantages.” 


We met Caraballo and 22 of his comrades at Kil@eter 190 of the 
Eight Lane Highway, not far from Santa Clara. like the other 
members of the brigade, Caraballo is young, except for Eloy, 

the construction chief, who is close to 50 but is still as 
energetic and hardworking as Froilan Chavez, one of the C-100 
operators recently demobilized from the FAR [Revolutionary Armed 
Forces), who at 19 is the youngest member. 


Caraballo was also a member of the FAR, like almost all his 
coworkers on this project. He completed a number of interna- 
tionalist missions with honor, and he makes no :.ttempt to con- 
ceal his pride in this from the reporters. He .s always 
cheerful and pleasant, although so demanding thit he can be 
harsh about work that is poorly done. 


Laying the Coaxial Cable 


The metallic drone of six powerful C-100 bulldozers, inter- 
connected by a double steel cable, announces that the cable- 
layer, or "puyon" [goad], as they all call it, will start to 
lay the vital artery of this complex communications system in 
a bed 1 meter 20 centimeters in depth. 
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With the machinery ready to go, each operator looks backward 
to watch for the hand movements of Eloy Rivera Aguilera, the 
construction chief, which will signal their simultaneous move- 
ment. On one side of the embankment made earlier sugar cane 
stalks sway, auguring a good harvest to come. On the other is 
the Eight Lane Highway, the monumental project that with many 
others, marks the maturity and constructive responsibility of 
our Revolution. From time to timea driver stops his car and 
comes to see what these men are doing. Possibly most of the 
hundreds or thousands who travel through do not know what this 
collective is doing, which starts to move when Eloy gives the 
signal. 


The movement begins. Without any interruption they lay over a 
hundred meters of cable. At another signal from Eloy, they come 
to a halt. The 130-horsepower force multiplied by 6 moves the 
"puyon" forward. Four men on it help to roll the drums or rolls 
of cable, whose length ranges between 660. 590, and 450 meters. 
The specially equipped tires of the roaring vulldozers start 

to skid. They stop again. Meanwhile, an operator of a seventh 
bulldozer comes along covering up the furrow in which the cable 
was laid. Its life is estimated at over 50 years. 


The Beginning of an End 


On 2 May 1978, near the place known for "La Tabernita," Santiago 
de las Vegas, in Havana province, this project began. Its first 
phase of operation will be between 1981-1982, the second in 
1983, the third in 1984, and the fourth in 1985. The system's 
potential has been designed so that its capacity can be expanded 
aiter 1990, even until 2000. 


Determining the amount of work involved in this giant project 
was the first job. For the first year it was p:‘oposed to lay 
about 28 kilometers of cable, and between one t:st and another, 
38 were laid. A good beginning. 


Then came the job of joining the first section, which goes 
between Santiago de las Vegas and San Jose. Then they began 

to feel confident, especially as they have alwa;s had the assis- 
tance of Soviet specialists who worked with ther from the days 
of surveying and planning. 


Now, 18 months after its beginning, the coaxial cable project 
has over 200 kilometers of cable laid. The work has been done 
by the workers of the First Front, which includes the city of 
Havana, the provinces of Havana, Pinar del Rio, and Matanzas 
up to Jaguey Grande. 
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Next, according to the planus, the Third Front will be created, 
which will work in Camaguey province, Ciego de Avila, and 
Victoria de las Tunas. Finally, the Fourth (and last) Front 
will work in the provinces of Holguin, Granma, Santiago de 
Cuba, and Guantanamo, where the project will end. 


All the technology making this major project a reality comes from 
the nation of Lenin. The project in its entirety, when it is 
completed, will be valued at some tens of millions of pesos. 


Nothing Stops Us 


"With the aftermath left by ‘Federico,' we can't work any faster. 
The land is saturated with water, and to make it even worse, the 
land where we are working is low and it rains almost every day. 
Imagine that! There are times, as you have seen, when the six 
C-100 bulldozers with their special ti.es skid and can't move 

the “puyon" to lay the cable. Then we have tc wait for th: land 
to dry out. If the land were cry, we could work it with tractors 
with ordinary rubber tires," explained Eloy Rivera Aguildera, 
after again stopping the attempt to move the powerful machines 
forward. 





Eloy knows his job well, as well as the job of very member of 
his brigade. So he asks the operator of one of the earth- 

movers to let him handle the controis. He makes the giant 

"crab" move over and over, taking sharp bites out of the damp 
soil. He is looking for a foundation for the tires of the C-100s. 


But his attempt fails, since the more they try to dig, the more 
water flows out. So this superb operator of heivy equipment, 
with over 1l years of experience, concludes thac he is working 
over a spring, one of the many water sources found in this area. 
Then he orders: "Use the bulldozer that covers the trench for 
pulling too." And then seven C-100s, sometimes zigzagging, 
sometimes skidding in straight lines, sometimes moving forward, 
manage to cross the obstacle, which until then iad seemed im- 
possible. It wouldn't be either the first or tne last obstacle 
in their course. 


"That sort of thing happens everyday. We don't know which is 
worse: swamps or firm rockbed, where the equipmant works, but 

the 'puyon' doesn't work, and then we have to use dynamite. But 
we keep on moving, overcoming both problems. Tue work is getting 
done," said Eloy, wao is familiar with all thes: problems since 
for over a decade he worked in these same areas when he was 
working on the construction of the Havana-Santa Clara gection 

of the Eight Lane HK! thway. 
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What is a Coaxial Cable? 


It is a cable with four coaxial tubes, an external conductor 
surrounding it and anotnrer internal solid tube. It is called 
coaxial] because it has a single axis. With a pair of these 
tubes, 1,920 telephone channels can be transmitted simultaneous- 
ly. That is due to its geometric construction and physical 
characteristics, which give it a larger bandwidth. 





But it also has, using the empty space between tubes, conductors 
that are sed for signalling, for remote mechanical work and 
a syste~ alarm, and for internal communications. 


The cable is covered by a number of layers of different synthetic 
and metal materials or combinations, which serve as insulators 
and preservatives against dampness, heat, corrosion, disturvances 
from electric power lines, electric discharges, etc., and these 
guarantee the cable a minimum lifespan of over 30 years under 
ground, water, or mud. 


Now we meet Lorenzo Dorticos Rodriguez, 31 years old, with a 
number of years in his specialty of cable splicing. His hands 
are well accustomed to his work, which is unceasing and worthy 
of praise. He can be seen at work every time a drum or reel 

is finished, and quickly and skillfully he does the splicing. 
And every 6 kilonfters he does the demanding work required where 
an unmanned repeater station will be located; the station's 
function, as its name indicates, is to repeat signals. 


Lorenzo Dorticos is fascinated by his work, and as he knows its 
importance, he doesn't mind working hard, even at the expense 
of his lunch break, as happened on the day the reporters visited. 


"Here all the work of our comrades is important; we ali support 
each other and oui work has a purpose. But this job, cable 
splicing, and I'm not saying this just because it's my job, 

is vital, since if it isn't done or if it is done badly, every- 
body's work is wasted." 


Dorticos is also an FAR veteran. "I got my communications 
training in an FAR school. In the army I worked with different 
types of equipment. That experience has been of great help in 
my later work. Today, as far as cables are concerned, I am 
familiar with lead, German polyethylene, small square, star, 
coaxial, as well as some others,” he said, and concluded: 

"I am very pleased about being able to take part in a job of 
this type, that will soon give our country a reliable and ef- 
ficient communications system.” 
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NICARAGUA 


NEW NICARAGUAN NEWS AGENCY INAUGURATED 
PA281602 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 20 Oct 79 pp 1, 8 PA 


[Excerpts] The first Nicaraguan international news agency, "New Nicaragua," (ANN), was 
inaugurated yesterday at 1045 when it transmitted its first dispatch barely 3 months after 
the Sandinist victory. "The objective of this news agency is to tell the world about 

the revolutionary government's domestic poli:y, using this information to rally support 
for the Sandinist cause," General Director Carlos Garcia said during the inauguration ceremony. 


ANN dispatches will be transmitted through the nonalined news agencies pool, the committees 
of solidarity with Nicaragua, our diplomatic representatives, the Soviet news agencies TASS 
and NOVOSTI, inter press services and all Third World agencies, Carlos Garcia emphasized. 


Viadimir E. Travkim, NOVOSTI director in Mexico, attended the inaugural ceremony and made a 
brief statement. He said this is a very important undertaking for Augusto Cesar Sandino's 
heroic people, and he commended those responsible for the New Nicaragua News Agency. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW TELEVISION STATION--Under the auspices of Information Minister Ahmad 
Iskandar Ahmad, a ceremony markirg the opening of a color television sta- 
tion took place in Tartus today The station was established by the In- 
formation Ministry and is located at the peak of Mount an-Nabi Salih in the 
Ad-Duraykish area. The station, whose technical equipment is regarded as 
among the most modern in tie world, will cover the coasts of the Syrian 
Arab Republic and its low areas, fraternal Lebanon and the coast of occu- 
pied Arab Palestine. [Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1615 GMT 20 Oct 


79 JN) 


cso: 5500 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


LAGOS-ILOME TELECOM LINK--The possibility of establishing direct telecomsuni- 
cations link betwen Lagos and Lome, capital of the Republic of Togo, will be 
examined at a meeting opening today in Lagos. The meeting, which will last 
3 days, will be attended by delegates from Nigeria, the Republic of Benin, 
Togo and the Ivory Coast. fhe Lome-Lagos direct telecommunications links 
will provide transit facilities to other ECOWAS member states including 
Ivory Coast. [AB190635 Lagos Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 19 Nov 79 
AB] 


RADIO-TELEVISION MEETING--The administrative and legal commission of URTNA 
[African National Radio-Television Union] has been holding a meeting since 
this morning at the international center of the rural radio studio under 
the chairmanship of the director of the National Radio Broadcasting of Upper 
Volta Mr Joachim Quedraogo. Taking part in the meeting are Mr (Mazokum Ab 
el Khader) of Tunisia, secretary general of the URTNA and representatives 
of Senegal, Algeria and Nigeria. Upper Volta and Algeria are respectively 
chairman and vice chairman of the administrative and legal commission of 
the URTNA, while Senegal, Niger and Nigeria are members. The meeting will 
end next Saturday. [Text] [AB160655 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 15 Nov 79 AB] 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW TRANSMITTER--The Liberian Broadcasting Corporation, ELBC has announced 
that it will begin transmitting on its new 50 kilowatt shortwave transmitter 
this evening on the 19 meter band. It is then expected that with the new 
installation, listeners throughout Liberia and across West Africa will now 
be able to receive ELBC on shortwave. An additional 10 kilowatt transmitter 
is expected to be up into operation soon to boost transmission. [Monrovia 
Radio ELWA in English 0625 GMT 24 Oct 79 AB] 


cso: 5500 
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CITIZENS BAND ENTHUSIASTS SEEK MORE CHANNELS 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 10 Nov 79 p 7 
[Text] USERS of the citizen band radio in Zimbabwe 





CSO: 
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USSR 


BRIEFS 


TV FOR KURILSK--People in Kurilsk today watched Moscow television programs 
for the first time. Testing has been carried out on an “Orbita-2" land 
reception station which has been built on Iturup Island. The sound and 
picture are good. It is the third “Orbita” station on the Kuriles and 

will be brought into permanent use on the eve of the Great October festival. 
Central television will then be seen throughout Sakhalinskaya Oblast. 
[Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 0900 GMT 22 Oct 79 LD] 


cso: 5500 
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SWITZERLAND 


SWISS PTT BUYS CANADIAN TELECOM EQUIPMENT 
Paris ZERO UN INFORMATIQUE in French 15 Oct 79 p 16 
[Article by MS: "“EDWP: Swiss PTT Has Chosen the Canadian System") 


{Text}; All in the course of a Swiss day at Telecom, the head of the 
equipment division of PTT's general management, Rudolf Trachsel, chose 
Northern Telecom, Canadian manufacturer of telecommunications equipment, 
to furnish the future Swiss bundle type switching network, called EDWP. 
The proposal was submitted by the Swiss Zellweger firm in Uster, which 
will acquire the necessary “know-how” in the field fram its Canadian 
partner and will adapt the Northern Telecom SL 10 system to Swiss needs. 
PTT foresees about a FS10 million investment for the future system, which 
should be put into operation by the end of 1980 (see also "Ol hebdo" 

so 544, 11 June 79). 


“The solution presented by Norther Telecom was more economical than campet- 
ing proposals,” stated Rudolf Trachsel, “buvc other factors were also 

taken into account." Notable among the= was the fact that Northern Telecom 
had 3 years field experience using bundled switching systems. The 
Canadian Datapac network has been in operation since 1976. 


Northern Telecom’: Materiel and Logic 


Finally, the waiting period for delivery, only one year, also weighed in 
the decision made in Berne. This choice was made a few days after a 
similar option by German PTT, which also chose Northern Telecom to 
furnish their bundle network. Although the respective PTT authorities 
stated that they made an independent choice, nevertheless it is quite 
probably that consultations took place between the experts of the two 
countries. 


Competition was very keen between the potential suppliers. Besides ITT 
(represented by Standard Telephone and Radio) and Siemens (represented 

by Siemens Albis), who can not yet claim having achieved any operational 
bundle switching network, the Hasler-Sesa tandem had the best position. 
Sesa is in charge of the French Transpac system and of the Euromet network. 
In addition, it supplies the Swiss hook-up to the European network. 
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Hasler-Sesa proposed to Swiss PTT the DPS 25 system, one which is used 
for the Hermes European railroad network (based on advanced technology, 
DPS 25 was demonstrated in the Sesa exhibit in the French pavillion at 
Telecom). By electing Northern Telecom, Swiss PTT confirmed that they 
would prefer to play the card of a technology which is not so new and 
already has 3 years of experience. 


Zellweger, a Swiss Spokesman 


EDWP would thus be achieved with the materiel and logic of the Canadian 
SL 10 system. The Swiss firm Zellweger in Uster is taking the responsi- 
bility for PTT’s investment. 


By requiring a Swiss epokesman, PTT is assured that the system's development 
and construction +7ill be entirely done by national and reputable partners. 
Zellweger is one of their principal telecommunication equipment suppliers. 


In fact it is too early to know the true scope of the system. The 
proposal contains a certain number of options, in favor of which PTT 
authorities have not yet pronounced themselves. EDWP should cover the 
combined Swiss data transmission needs, but the task is not any easier, 
because these needs are far from being defined and known. For the time 
being, it is estimated that there should be a network of three or four 
hook-ups, placed at Zurich, Geneva, Berne and Bale (7) [as published]. 


Remember that outside of the three countries which are using already 
operational bundle switching networks (Canada, the United States, and 
France), numerous other states have similar EDWP projects: Germany, 
Belgium, Spain, Greet Britain, Holland and Japan. 
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